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This  work  was  begun  in  1873,  at  the  earnest  desire  and 

WITH  THE  CO-OPERATION  OF  DR.'SUSAN  E.  DIMOCK  AND  HER 

FRIEND  Bessie  Greene.  After  their  early  death  in  1875,  it 

WAS  CONTINUED,  GUIDED  AND  LARGELY  SUPPORTED  BY  THE 
WISE  COUNSEL  AND  GENEROUS  KINDNESS  OF  FRIENDS,  NOW  NO 
LONGER  LIVING.  AMONG  THOSE  TO  WHOM  WE  OWE  MOST 
GRATITUDE  ARE  MRS.  WILLIAM  B.  GREENE,  MRS.  JAMES 

Freeman  Clarke,  Mrs.  Otto  Dresel,  Mrs.  Eliot  C.  Clarke, 
Mrs.  Charles  J.  Paine. 


We  testify  to  the  need  of'  this  charity,  and  believe 

THAT  THE  MONEY  GIVEN  TO  IT  WILL  BE  FAITHFULLY  AND 
JUDICIOUSLY  EXPENDED. 

W.  L.  RICHARDSON,  M.  D., 

Physician  of  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital. 
CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM,  M.  D., 

Physician  of  Massachusetts  Infant  ^Asylum. 
SARAH  E.  PALMER,.  M.  D. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  CORPORATION. 


{president. 

CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM,  M.D. 

Secretary. 

Miss  LILIAN  FREEMAN  CLARKE. 

^Treasurer. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  C.  WILLIAMSON. 
370  Marlborough  Street,  Boston. 


Gouncll, 


Mrs.  Charles  G.  ames. 


Mrs.  HENRY  H.  EDES. 

Miss  ROSE  Lamb. 

Mrs.  JOHN  H.  MORISON. 
Sarah  E.  Palmer,  M.  D. 
Miss  Mary  r.  parkman. 
Charles  p.  Putnam,  M.  d. 
Sarah  R.  Stowell,  M.  D. 


Mrs.  FREDERICK  O.  BARTON. 


Miss  CORA  H.  CLARKE. 
Miss  Lilian  f.  Clarke. 
Miss  ANNA  H.  CLARKE. 
Mrs.  Greely  S.  Curtis. 
Miss  LOUISA  L.  DRESEL. 


Mrs.  WILLIAM  C.  WILLIAMSON. 


Besides  the  physicians  who  are  members  of  our  Council,  those  whose 
names  are  given  below  have  kindly  consented  to  join  us  as  a consulting  staff. 

F.  C.  KIDNER,  M.  D.  * WILLIAM  C.  MACKIE,  M.  D. 

Hannah  G.  Myrick.,  M.  D. 


OBJECTS  AND  METHODS  OF  OUR  WORK. 


Our  primary  object  is  to  enable  a mother  to  retain  the  personal 
charge  of  her  infant,  when  without  such  help  she  might  be 
obliged  to  give  it  up  for  adoption  or  to  place  it  in  an  institution. 

As  only  a mother  whose  affection  for  her  infant  leads  her  to 
desire  to  keep  it  in  her  own  charge  is  eligible  as  an  object  of 
this  charity,  it  is  evident  that  no  compulsion  is  ever  used  toward 
any  one  who  receives  help  from  us. 

The  main  points  which  distinguish  our  methods  from  those  of 
other  charities  are: — 

1.  The  working  without  an  institution,  and  thus  coming  into 
personal  relations  with  those  whom  we  help,  while  we  avoid  the 
heavy  expenses  and  cumbrous  methods  which  all  institutions 
require. 

2.  Ours  is  the  only  charity  in  Boston  which  has  for  its  object 
the  assistance  of  mothers,  as  such,  both  married  and  unmarried. 
While  including  the  unmarried  among  our  mothers,  we  think  it 
more  wholesome  to  aid  them  as  “mothers”  than  as  “fallen.” 

3.  While  the  first  two  points  still  distinguish  us  from  other 
charities,  with  objects  at  least  partly  similar,  our  third  principle, 
we  are  glad  to  say,  has  been  adopted,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
by  others. 

When  we  began  our  work,  in  1873,  there  was  in  Boston  no 
charity  intended  to  care  for  infants  which  did  not  ihvolve  the 
separation  of  the  mother  and  child.  Now  there  are  several  which 
see  clearly  the  advantage  of  keeping  together  a mother  and  infant, 
even  when  the  mother  is  unmarried.  A woman  who  is  parted 
from  her  child  is  more  likely  to  yield  a second  time  to  temptation. 
One  who  retains  the  personal  charge  of  her  baby  has  a whole- 
some occupation  for  her  mind  and  heart,  and  a constant  incentive 
to  an  upright,  industrious  life. 


Our  headquarters  are  at  No.  279  Tremont  Street,  Boston.  Rooms  open 
every  week-day,  10  to  4.30. 

Agent,  Miss  E.  M.  Locke;  Assistant  Agent,  Miss  M.  T.  Sanford. 


The  address  of  Miss  Parkman’s  Branch  is  Room  48,  Charity  Building, 
Chardon  Street,  Boston.  Her  room  is  open  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
from  2 to  4 P.  M. 


REPORT. 


During  the  year  1909  we  have  had  upon  our  list  399  mothers. 
262  were  new  applicants;  and  of  these,  150  were  unmarried. 
218  (of  the  262  new  applications)  were  received  at  our  head- 
quarters. The  others  at  Miss  Parkman’s  Branch  at  Chardon 
Street  Building. 

One  of  the  important  events  of  the  last  year  has  been  the 
removal  of  our  headquarters  to  the  much  more  commodious  rooms 
at  279  Tremont  Street,  which  the  Children’s  Mission  have  gener- 
ously granted  us,  for  occupation  by  our  agents.  The  move  was 
only  fully  accomplished  about  January  i,  1910. 

Although  the  primary  object  in  founding  this  charity  has  been 
to  assist  a mother  to  retain  her  infant  in  her  personal  charge,  yet 
a great  deal  of  our  work  necessarily  consists  in  guiding  a large 
number  of  the  applications  that  we  receive  into  the  right  channels. 

For  instance,  a mother  comes  to  us  for  help  and  advice  in  regard' 
to  a sick  or  frail  infant.  This  may  be  a case  for  the  Massachusetts 
Infant  Asylum.  We  have  9 of  these  on  our  list  this  year. 

The  next  application  perhaps  comes  on  behalf  of  an  infant 
neglected  by  its  mother  (or  by  both  parents),  in  a way  that  shows 
the  mother  to  be  unfit  to  have  the  charge  of  a young  child.  This 
case  is  referred  to  the  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.  But  the  first  thing  of  all  is  the  shelter  and  care  needed 
by  the  suffering  child.  The  investigation  may  take  some  time; 
but  the  infant  must  be  cared  for  at  once,  and  this  is  done  by  our 
agent. 

A portion  of  the  applications  come  from  those  already  in  relations 
with  some  other  agency;  often  the  Associated  Charities.  These 
usually  represent  a family,  rather  than  a “mother  and  infant.” 
The  tendency  of  a certain  type  of  woman  to  wander  about  from 
one.  person  to  another  is  well  known.  The  aim  of  all. charity 
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workers  at  present  is  to  encourage  a spirit  of  self-dependence, 
whici>  cannot  be  done  if  the  woman  roams  about,  receiving  a little 
help  here  and  a little  there.  These  applications  are  referred  back 
to  those  who  are  already  dealing  with  the  woman. 

Sometimes  a mother  is  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  take  a situ- 
ation with  her  infant.  She  may  be  unfitted  for  housework,  and 
accustomed  to  earn  her  living  in  some  other  way.  If  she  insists 
on  placing  her  child  at  board,  and  if  this  arrangement  is  likely  to 
last  a long  time,  it  is  sometimes  best  to  place  the  case  in  charge  of 
one  of  the  child-helping,  societies. 

Almost  all  the  cases  which  come  under  these  heads  require  a 
great  deal  of  investigation,  and  much  time  and  thought  are  ex- 
pended upon  them.  Each  woman  is  met  as  an  individual,  and  the 
arrangement  must  be  made  that  is  best  and  wisest  for  her  and  for 
her  child.  Yet  they  may  stand  on  our  list  as  “referred  to  other 
societies.  “ 

The  married  women  whom  we  assist  it  would  be  hard  to  classify, 
— each  individual  being  a class  by  herself,  and  presenting  com- 
plicated and  varied  problems. 

An  interesting,  but  at  the  same  time,  difficult  and  important  part 
of  our  work,  is  the  care  of  the  unmarried  mothers.  To  do  this  as 
it  should  be  done  requires  not  only  long  experience,  but  special 
aptitude.  Any  mistake  does  more  harm  than  in  almost  any  other 
kind  of  charity  work.  While  each  person  is  regarded  as  an  in- 
dividual, and  no  absolute  rule  as  to  treatment  can  be  laid  down, 
there  are  certain  underlying  principles  which  ought  to  be  observed. 

If  a mother  loves  her  child,  and  if  by  our  assistance  she  is 
enabled  to  earn  its  support  and  her  own,  the  pYoblem  is  solved. 
The  best  educational  influences  for  the  character  are  Love  and 
Work.  These  are  the  two  helpers  on  which  we  rely.  Yet  our 
own  part  in  the  education  of  the  character  of  a weak  and  chidlish 
girl  is  im.portant,  and  requires  quick  perception  and  a very  delicate 
touch.  A little  too  much  advice;  a little  too  much  help;  money 
given  a little  too  freely;  an  injudicious  expression  of  sympathy; 
these  may  all  do  as  much  harm  as  the  want  of  any  of  them.  It  is 
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necessary  tliat  the  mother  should  know  that  she  has  in  us  a friend. 
But  if  we  treat  her  as  a child,  and  take  all  responsibility  from  her, 
we  harm  instead  of  helping  her.  It  is  here  that  our  work  differs 
from  that  of  the  child-helping  agencies.  The  one  thing  needful  is, 
that  the  woman  shall  rely  on  herself;  that  the  resolution  shall  be 
her  own,  not  ours;  the  plan  of  life  should  be  formed  by  herself. 
We  may  walk  by  her  side,  but  we  must  not  carry  her,  nor  even 
let  her  lean  on  us  too  heavily. 

While  our  own  work  is  carried  on  without  an  institution,  we 
admit  that  there  may  be  some  women  so  weak  that  they  require 
the  protection  of  institutional  methods.  There  are,  however,  a 
large  number  for  whom  the  kind  of  help  that  we  give  is  more 
wholesome,  forming  in  the  woman  habits  of  self-reliance.  For 
some  the  restraints  of  institutional  life  are  positively  injurious. 
To  an  excitable  and  undisciplined  nature  it  is  an  amusement  to  see 
how  far  she  can  go,  how  badly  she  can  behave,  without  being 
turned  out  by  the  “kind  ladies”  who  manage  the  charity. 


We  give  the  following  brief  accounts  of  a few  of  the  mothers 
assisted  during  the  year  1909.  All  were  new  cases,  first  taken  in 
charge  during  the  year.  Except  where  otherwise  stated,  they 
were  unmarried.  The  month  gives  the  date  of  application. 

A.  June,  1905.  Irish-American.  Seventeen  years  old.  The  only  daughter 
of  a family  of  seven  children,  her  youngest  brother  being  about  the  same 
age  as  her  own  baby.  The  family  were  very  poor  and  A.’s  father  not  able  to 
work  all  the  time.  The  birth  of  her  child  has  been  kept  a secret  as  far  as 
possible,  and  it  was  hoped  that  some  provision  could  be  made  for  A.  away 
from  home,  so  that  it  need  not  be  known.  A.  was  immature,  untrained, 
undeveloped  mentally,  but  not  feeble-minded.  She  had  worked  as  bundle- 
girl  in  a shop,  and  knew  nothing  of  housework  or  the  care  of  her  baby. 
She  was  not  able  physically  to  do  any  hard  work.  The  baby  was  delicate 
and  suffering  from  mal-nutrition  and  lack  of  care.  It  was  quite  a problem  to 
know  how  to  keep  this  mother  and  baby  together.  Finally,  a home  was 
found  in  the  country  where  the  mother  could  be  taught  to  do  light  house- 
work and  where  the  baby  could  be  properly  cared  for,  and  have  plenty  of 
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fresh  country  milk,  where  the  mother  learned  to  do  many  things  and  to  care 
for  her  baby.  They  both  improved  in  health. 

After  a time,  A.  was  very  anxious  to  return  home,  and  did  so,  rather  against 
the  advice  of  our  agent.  Her  family  was  so  delighted  with  the  improvement 
both  in  her  and  the  baby,  that  they  decided  she  must  stay  at  home.  Those 
who  did  not  want  the  baby  there  in  the  beginning,  grew  very  fond  of  her, 
and  plans  were  made  whereby  the  mother  could  work  by  the  day  and  return 
home  to  the  baby  at  night,  the  grandmother  caring  for  the  child  during  the 
day.  This  plan  has  worked  fairly  well.  A careful  watch  has  been  kept  over 
the  family  and  home,  and  with  the  help  of  a visiting  nurse  and  our  own 
visitor,  conditions  have  been  kept  fairly  good.  The  mother’s  financial  aid  is 
needed  in  the  family,  and  the  older  children  and  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother are  all  so  devoted  to  the  baby,  that  they  are  willing  to  make  almost 
any  sacrifice  to  keep  the  whole  family  together. 

B.  June,  1909.  English.  Twenty  years  old.  This  young  woman  was 
brought  to  us  about  two  weeks  before  the  birth  of  her  child.  Until  that  day, 
she  had  been  employed  in  a family.  She  had  no  plans  and  no  friends.  We 
placed  her  at  board  after  having  made  arrangements  for  her  admission  to  a 
maternity  hospital.  After  the  birth  of  her  little  girl,  she  returned  to  the 
same  boarding  place  for  convalescence.  Then  we  placed  her  in  a family;  her 
infant  with  her.  B.  was  extremely  nervous  and  the  Infant  very  fretful. 
Upon  the  advice  of  a physician,  the  baby  was  weaned.  She  .was  visited 
regularly,  and  with  patience  and  persistence  on  the  part  of  our  visitor,  she 
was  induced  to  put  the  baby  out  of  doors  for  her  nap  on  pleasant  days,  and 
to  live  in  a regular  way,  such  as  she  had  never  been  accustomed  to  do.  At 
first  she  took  advice  in  silence,  and  seemed  very  difficult  to  help.  In  July  it 
seemed  best  for  her  to  make  a change.  Then  we  placed  her  in  a country 
town  in  a family  of  three,  an  elderly  couple  and  their  daughter.  B.’s  eyes 
were  examined  and  glasses  procured.  Her  teeth,  which  were  in  a very  bad 
condition,  are  now  being  treated.  (As  there  is  no  dentist  in  the  place  where 
B.  is  employed,  B.  and  baby  have  to  come  to  Boston,  and  remain  overnight, 
so  that  the  baby  must  be  cared  for  while  the.  mother  goes  to  the  dentist.) 
Her  health  is  much  improved.  She  is  cheerful  and  happy,  and  has  every 
confidence  in  us.  She  has  paid  all  her  own  expenses,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  weeks  after  the  birth  of  the  baby,  when  we  paid  her  board.  In 
addition  to  this,  she  has  deposited  in  the  bank  about  $23. 

C.  August,  1909.  Twenty  years  old.  German.  Her  baby  was  ten 
months  old.  For  six  months  the  baby  had  been  boarded  in  a private  family, 
and  C.  had  not  seen  him  during  that  time.  He  was  a delicate  baby,  suffer- 
ing from  mal-nutrition,  but  gradually  improving.  C.  had  come  from 
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Maine,  where  her  parents  were  living,  but  neither  of  them  knew  of  the 
birth  of  the  child,  and  on  account  of  their  ill  health,  C.  could  not  make  up 
her  mind  to  tell  them.  A sister  knew  and  helped  her  so  far  as  she  could. 

C.  was  not  strong  herself,  and  knew  very  little  about  house-work.  A place 
was  found  for  her  where  the  work  would  not  be  too  hard,  and  the  child  was 
left  at  board.  A month  latter,  a place  in  the  country  was  found  where  C. 
could  take  her  child  with  her.  She  has  now  been  there  five  months  and  all 
is  going  well.  The  baby  has  gained  constantly  and  C.  says  the  place  is  like 
a home  to  them  both.  The  family  are  very  fond  of  her  and  of  the  child,  and 
are  giving  them  both  good  training.  C.  was  too  inexperienced  to  be  trusted 
with  the  care  of  her  delicate  child  alone,  and  has  received  just  what  she 
needed  in  this  family. 

D.  June,  1909.  Irish.  Twenty-three  years  old.  Infant  about  three 
weeks  old.  Although  the  parents  were  not  married,  the  father  had  stood  by 

D,  and  was  well  disposed,  willing  to  do  what  he  could  for  her.  He  had 
taken  her  from  the  hospital  where  her  child  was  born,  where  he  represented 
himself  as  her  husband,  and  had  taken  her  to  a furnished  room.  There  we 
called  upon  her.  Both  father  and  mother  were  rightly  disposed  and  very 
devoted  to  the  infant.  They  seemed  to  be  dazed  by  the  circumstances,  and 
as  the  man  was  without  employment,  they  hardly  knew  what  to  do.  The 
Catholic  priest  in  that  parish  was  interviewed,  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  an  immediate  marriage.  Then,  our  agent  undertook  to  find  employment 
for  the  man:  but  before  a place  was  ready  for  him,  he  had  heard  of  a 
vacancy  in  a factory  in  Maine,  where  he  had  been  previously  employed,  so 
the  family  returned  to  Maine. 

E.  July,  1909.  Swede.  Twenty-two  years  old.  At  the  time  of  applica- 
tion, E.  and  her  ten  days’  old  baby  were  in  a maternity  hospital.  She  had 
confided  in  no  one,  and  was  taken  ill  in  the  family  where  she  was  employed. 
Her  former  employer,  a very  kind  woman,  was  most  anxious  that  she 
should  be  protected,  and  so  we  were  asked  to  visit  her.  From  the  hospital, 
we  placed  her  to  board  with  a kind,  motherly  woman.  She  had  been  thrifty 
and  had  saved  several  hundred  dollars,  so  at  her  own  request  and  her  own 
expense,  she  remained  five  weeks  in  this  family.  Then  we  obtained  a good 
situation  for  her  in  the  family  of  a woman  physician,  in  another  state, 
where  she  is  earning  $3.00  a week.  Her  sister  and  her  sister’s  husband, 
who  had  been  on  a prolonged  visit  to  their  home  in  Sweden,  have,  in  the 
meantime,  returned.  They  have  no  children  of  their  own.  They  have 
visited  the  mother  and  baby,  and  have  offered  her  a home  with  them,  or 
legally  to  adopt  her  beautiful  boy.  She  is  so  attached  to  the  infant,  that  she 
will  not  consider  either  of  these  propositions.  The  family  of  her  employer 
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are  devoted  to  mother  and  child.  After  she  had  been  there  four  months,  she 
sent  her  visitor  $25  to  add  to  her  bank  account. 

F.  April,  1909.  Irish.  Twenty-seven  years  old.  She  came  to  us  by 
the  advice  of  another  society,  when  her  baby  was  a month  old.  She  had 
been  in  this  country  fourteen  years,  and  had  worked  with  her  sister  in 
various  institutions,  as  chamber-maid  and  laundress.  Her  references  from 
these  institutions  were  not  good,  and  her  sister,  although  she  knew  of  the 
birth  of  the  baby,  would  not  help  or  befriend  her.  F.  was  very  fond  of  her 
child,  and  anxious  to  work  where  she  could  have  him  with  her.  She  had 
herself  obtained  the  services  of  a lawyer,  and  a settlement  from  the  father 
was  pending.  Later,  she  received  the  sum  of  $250  as  support  for  the  child, 
and  an  agent  of  our  society  was  appointed  trustee  for  this  money.  F.  was 
then  placed  in  a family  with  the  child,  where  she  now  remains,  and  is  doing 
very  well.  She  writes  frequently,  and  seems  to  appreciate  her  good  home. 
She  has  never  sent  for  any  of  the  money,  which  still  remains  untouched  in 
the  bank,  and  is  devoted  to  her  child  and  his  welfare. 


Mrs.  P.  S.  May,  1909.  German.  Married.  Came  to  us  from  a Lying-in 
Hospital,  where  she  had  just  given  birth  to  a third  child,  a boy.  Owing  to 
cruel  treatment,  which  she  had  received  from  her  husband  before  the  birth 
of  the  child,  she  was  anxious  to  earn  her  own  living  with  the  baby,  and 
have  some  provision  made  for  her  two  other  children,  who  were  two  and  five 
years  old. 

With  the  help  of  another  Society,  the  two  older  children  were  provided 
for,  and  our  agent  placed  the  mother  with  her  baby  as  wet-nurse.  Later, 
her  case  was  put  in  the  hands  of  a good  lawyer,  and  the  custody  of  her 
three  children  and  a separate  maintenance  obtained  for  her.  She  continued 
as  wet-nurse  for  six  months,  and  then  it  became  necessary  for  her  to  go 
back  to  the  hospital  for  a slight  operation.  The  baby  was  cared  for  by  one 
of  the  child-helping  agencies  for  three  months,  during  the  mother’s  con- 
valescence. Then  she  was  placed  with  the  baby  in  a small  family,  where 
she  is  earning  $3  a week,  her  two  older  children  being  boarded  in  a private 
family.  The  money  paid  by  the  father  is  used  for  board  of  these  two 
children. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  September,  1909.  Armenian.  Married.  Early  in  September 
an  Armenian  lawyer  brought  this  young  mother,  twenty-two  years  old,  with 
her  baby,  scarcely  two  months,  to  our  office.  The  mother  was  pretty  and 
attractive,  but  could  neither  speak  nor  understand  English.  She  was  accom- 
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panied  by  her  uncle,  who  also  did  not  understand  our  language.  Her  story 
was  that  she  arrived  in  this  country  two  years  ago,  and  went  directly  to  her 
uncle’shouse.  About  a year  later  she  was  married  and  went  with  her  husband 
to  a city  in  the  West.  In  June,  he  brought  her  back  to  Boston,  and  deserted 
her  the  following  month.  He  returned  to  the  West,  and  wrote  her  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  come  back  for  her,  and  that  she  must  provide  for  herself  and 
infant.  We  found  a position  where  the  mother  could  have  her  baby  with 
her  and  earn  low  wages.  Then  we  wrote  and  asked  the  aid  of  a charitable 
organization  in  the  city  where  the  father  was  supposed  to  live.  He  was 
found  to  be  employed  and  very  highly  spoken  of.  He  claimed  that  he  had 
never  meant  to  desert  his  wife,  but  that  he  was  eager  to  provide  for  her,  and 
wanted  plans  made  to  send  her  to  him.  He  asserted  that  her  uncle  had  tried 
to  induce  him  to  pay  $200  for  expenses  incurred  in  bringing  her  to  this 
country.  He  had  given  the  uncle  $100  and  had  not  sufficient  money  to  bring 
his  wife  back  with  him.  With  the  aid  of  an  interpreter  and  much  corre- 
spondence* we  discovered  that  the  mother’s  uncle,  an  avaiicious,  grasping 
man,  had  an  idea  that  by  holding  the  mother  and  infant  he  would  be  more 
likely  to  secure  payment  of  his  claim.  In  the  meantime,  the  father  saved  up 
money  enough  to  pay  his  wife’s  traveling  expenses,  and  just  before 
Christmas  the  mother  and  baby  were  sent  to  him.  He  had  piepared  a little 
home,  and  we  have  since  heard  several  times  that  they  are  very  comfortable 
and  very  happy. 

*Twenty-five  letters  and  three  telegrams  were  sent  in  this  one  case. 


The  following  letters  received  from  two  of  our  mothers  fairly 
represent  a large  number. 

Dear  Miss : 

I am  sure  you  will  think  I am  very  ungrateful  for  not  writing  to  you 
before,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  1 like  here  very  much.  They  are  very 
home-like  people  and  they  are  very  good  to  me;  of  course,  I have  a lot  of 
work,  but  I don’t  mind  that,  as  they  are  so  nice. 

The  baby  is  very  good,  sleeps  most  all  the  time.  He  is  gaining  fine,  also 
myself.  It  is  beautiful  up  here.  1 wish  you  could  come  up  some  time  to  see 
the  place.  The  folks  take  me  out  driving  every  week.  Mrs.  T.  lets  me  use 
her  baby  carriage.  I have  a lovely  room  and  baby’s  got  a crib  all  to  himself, 
so  you  see  we  are  more  than  progressing.  I thank  you  for  all  this.  I 
always  remember  you  in  my  prayers,  for  you  certainly  have  done  a great 
deal  for  me  and  I appreciate  your  kindness  very  much. 

I certainly  have  suffered  a lot  more  than  I have  told  you,  but  thank  God, 


2 


it  is  all  over,  I hope.  This  is  my  new  life,  as  you  have  said.  As  I am  very 
tired,  1 think  1 will  finish,  hoping  to  hear  from  you  sometime  in  the  near 
future. 

Yours  lovingly, 


My  dearest  Miss : 

Your  ever  welcome  letter  received  and  was  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I have 
been  looking  for  a letter  from  you.  I am  sorry  I have  not 'been  writing  to 
you  very  often  lately,  but  1 have  been  so  busy.  Charlie  is  such  a little  terror 
we  have  to  watch  him  all  the  time.  He  fell  out  of  his  high  chair  and  now 
he  stands  right  up  in  the  bed.  We  got  the  presents  from  you  and  I was  very 
much  pleased  with  them.  1 thank  you  very  much  for  them.  Charlie  looks 
awful  cute  in  his  sweater.  Charlie  cannot  walk  yet.  Mrs.  W.  said  he  was 
too  fat  to  walk.  Yes,  I still  like  my  place,  and  I am  going  to  make  this  my 

home.  I will  be  glad  to  see  you.  Miss  . 1 am  going  to  watch  every 

train  now  until  you  come.  Just  as  soon  as  Mrs. and  1 can  go  to  M.  we 

are  going  to  have  Charlie’s  pictures  taken.  And  then  I am  going  to  send 

Miss one.  J have  not  written  to  her  yet.  I thought  1 would  wait  until 

1 could  send  her  a picture.  She  would  never  know  him.  Miss , do  you 

ever  see  Miss ? If  you  do,  had  you  just  as  soon  tell  her  I am  getting- 

along  fine  with  baby  and  have  got  a very  nice  place,  and  give  her  my  best 
regards.  Mr.  and  Mrs. will  be  glad  to  see  you. 


Of  the  2i8  new  applications  received  by  our  agent.  Miss  Locke,  132  were 
from  unmarried  mothers;  86  from  married.  (Fewer  from  married  women 
than  in  1908,  but  16  more  from  unmarried.)  We  give  below  a list  of  the 
sources  from  which  these  applications  came. 


Private  Individuals 38 

Associated  Charities: 

Boston 21 

Cambridge , 3 

Salem  i 

Children’s  Aid  Society 23 

State  Board  of  Charity 

State  Minor  Wards 14 

State  Adult  Poor 4 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum 14 

Children’s  Mission  12 

New  England  Home  for  Little  Wanderers  10 

Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  8 
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Women’s  Educational  and  Industrial  Union 8 

Women’s  Municipal  League 7 

Hospitals  7 

Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  5 

Dispensaries - 5 

Through  Former  Applicants 5 

Employment  Office  3 

Answer  to  Inquiry  in  “Post”  3 

Heard  of  our  Society 2 

Children’s  Friend  Society 2 

District  Nursing  Association 2 

Gwynne  Home 2 

Morgan  Memorial 2 

Catholic  Charitable  Bureau 2 

Trustees  for  Children 2 

Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 2 

Tyler  Street  Hospital  2 


Member  of  our  Council  i 

St.  Mary’s  Infant  Asylum i 

Denison  House i 

House  of  Mercy i 

Florence  Crittenton  Home i 

Welcome  House  i 

Chardon  Street  Home i 

St.  Luke’s  Convalescent  Home  i 

South  End  Day  Nursery  - i 

218 


DISPOSITION  OF  NEW  APPLICATIONS. 


Referred  to  other  Societies * 80 

Placed  in  families *55 

Advised  26 

Returned  to  husband,  relatives  or  friends  19 

Withdrawn 20 

Pending,  January  i,  1910  10 

Disappeared  5 

Referred  back  to  Miss  Parkman  being  on  her  list  already  2 

Married  father  of  her  child  i 


^Besides  these,  33  were  placed  in  families  from  Miss  Parkman’s  Branch. 


OLD  CASES,  UNMARRIED,  CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
Seventy-one  of  these  were  dealt  with  in  1909. 

24  were  placed  in  families  under  supervision. 

15  were  married,  including  one  who  married  the  father  of  her  child. 

13  were  advised. 

8 were  referred  to  other  Societies. 

5 mother  and  child  were  temporarily  or  permanently  separated. 

3 are  with  relatives,  the  child  with  the  mother. 

2 are  pending,  January  i,  1910. 

I has  a little  home  of  her  own. 

Applications  referred  to  other  Societies  as  follows: — 

Associated  Charities: 

Boston  29 

Cambridge 4 

Salem  i 

Holyoke  i 

*35 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum 9 

Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  ^ 

Children’s  Mission  8 

Children’s  Friend  Society 4 

Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  3 

South  End  Day  Nursery  -- 3 

Boston  Provident  Association  i 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital i 

Brookline  Friendly  Society i 

Children’s  Aid  Society  -• i 

Catholic  Charitable  Bureau i 

House  of  Mercy  i 

District  Nursing  Association,  Framingham  i 

State  Adult  Poor  i 

State  Minor  Wards i 

80 

*27  of  these  are  married.  The  others  were  already  suitably  cared  for  by 
those  previously  in  charge  of  each  case. 
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We  are  now  better  equipped  than  ever  before  for  our  work;  and 
we  earnestly  hope  that  those  who  feel  its  importance  will  continue 
the  financial  support  necessary  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  present 
year. 

Lilian  F.  Clarke, 

Mary  R.  Parkman. 
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MOTHERS  assisted  IN  1909. 

Old  cases  (continued  from  1908)  ? 137 

New  cases  (first  taken  in  1909) 262 

Whole  number  assisted  3qq 


Married  women  (new  cases) • 1 12 

Unmarried  women  (new  cases)  150 

262 


Married  women  (old  cases)  54 

Unmarried  women  (old  cases) 83 

^ 

Married  women  (old  cases)  54 

Married  women  (new  cases)  112 



Unmarried  women  (old  cases)  : 83 

Unmarried  women  (new  cases)  150 

j ^ 

Nationality  of  Old  Cases. 

{Married) 

Irish  II 

American  9 

Irish-American  6 

British  Provinces 6 

English 6 

Scotch  6 

Scotch-English  : i 

Scotch-American  i 

Swedish  2 

Norwegian 2 

German  i 

Greek  i 

Italian i 

Unrecorded  i 


54 
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(Unmarried.) 

Irish  i6 

American  15 

Irish- American  13 

British  Provinces 9 

Canadian  3 

English  5 

Irish-English  2 

Scotch  6 

Scotch-Irish i 

Swedish  3 

Norwegian i 

German  i 

Italian  i 

Italian-American  i 

French-American  i 

Lithuanian i 

Colored 3 

Unrecorded  i 

83 

NATIONALITY  OF  NEW  CASES. 

(Married.) 

American  32 

Irish 25 

Irish-American  13 

British  Provinces  10 

Canadian i 

French-Canadian i 

English  V 6 

English-American  i 

French  i 

French-American  i 

Scotch  3 

Scotch-Irish : i 

German  3 

German-lrish  i 

Swedish  3 

Norwegian i 

Italian  i 


i8 


Russian  . 

Greek  

Armenian 
Colored  - 


American  

Irish  

Irish-American  

British  Provinces 

Canadian  

French-Canadian  

English  

English-French 

Scotch 

Scotch-English - 

Scotch-1  rish 

Scotch-Irish-American 

French  

French-Irish  

Swedish  - 

Norwegian - 

Polish  

Danish  

Finnish  

German  

German-American  

Italian  

Portuguese  

West  Indies 

Jewish  

Colored 


{Unmarried.) 


AGES  OF  New  Cases. 

{Unmarried.) 

15  years  old  

16  “ “ 

17  “ “ 

18  “ “ 


I 

I 

I 

5 

112 


30 

23 

25 

13 

1 

2 
10 

I 

4 

I 

I 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 
5 
2 
2 
2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

3 
9 

150 


I 

I 


6 

4 


19 


IQ  years  old 


20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

32 

33 

34 

35 


U 

( 4 


Over  35 
Unrecorded 


n 

14 

13 

20 

20 

II 

14 

5 

3 

3 

5 

4 

2 

I 

1 

6 

2 


150 
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THE  Society  for  Helping  Destitute  mothers  and  infants. 

1 909. 

Receipts, 


Cash  on  hand  January  i,  1909  $ 316.88 

Subscriptions  during  1909  2,030.00 

Interest  on  investments  and  bank  balances 406.22 

Repaid  by  mothers  assisted  10.45 

Sale  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Rights  3.63 


$2,767.18 


Expenditures. 


Board  of  women  

Clothing  for  women  and  children  

Fares  and  travelling 

Advertising  

Advertising  the  Society  in  the  ‘‘Transcript”  in  April  

Burial •. 

Medicine  - 

Milk  and  food  for  infants  

Expresses  

Stationery 

Postage,  cards  and  stamped  envelopes  

Printing  Annual  Report  

Rent  of  rooms  at  Fayette  Street  

Expenses  of  removal  to  71  Warrenton  Street 

Cleaning  rooms 

Repairs  at  71  Warrenton  Street  

Furnishings - 

Light  and  heating 

City  of  Boston — Water  rate  April  i,  1909,  to  January  i,  1910 

Stetson  Coal  Company,  two  tons  coal  

Services  of  Janitor  

Telephone 

Services  of  additional  assistant  

Salary  of  Agents* - 

Sundries  : 

Rent  of  box  at  State  Street  Trust  Company  Vaults 

Balance  on  hand  January  i,  1910  


$ 215.13 
29.48 
1 10.21 
39-27 
6.30 

10.00 
1.50 

.25 

6.75 

10.84 

67.69 
88.46 

100.00 

15.45 

35.00 
116.29 

57.76 
8.32 
1 1.25 
T5.00 

10.00 
130.05 

70.70 
1,463.22 

6.15 

10.00 
1 32. 1 1 

$2,767.18 


*The  Salary  of  one  of  our  Agents  was  chiefly  paid  from  a special  fund 
raised  for  the  purpose  in  December,  1908.  This  amount  ($600)  is  not 
included  in  the  item  “Salary  of  Agents”  in  the  list  of  expenditures,  but  is  in 
addition  thereto.  The  nam.es  of  the  donors  ojf  this  fund  were  given  in  the 
Report  of  the  charity  for  1908. 
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Securities. 


I share  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  at  par  50.00 

4 shares  New  England  Investment  and  Security  Company,  at  par  ..  400.00 

29  shares  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  at  par  2,900.00 

Bond  of  the  Cincinnati,  Dayton  & Ironton  Railroad  Company, 

5 per  cent,  at  par 1,000.00 

Parti-Mortgage  Receipts  of  the  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  Com- 
pany, 4^  per  cent,  at  par 1,500.00 

Parti-Mortgage  Receipts  of  the  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  Com- 
pany, 5 per  cent,  at  par  1,000.00 

Uninvested  portion  of  Mrs.  William  B.  Greene’s  legacy,  on  deposit 

in  State  Street  Trust  Company 538.94 

Withdrawn  to  meet  current  expenses  275.00  263.94 

Amount  of  principal  uninvested;  deposited  in  the  North  End  Savings 

Bank  50.50 


$7,164.44 


Received  during  the  year: — 

A bequest  from  Robert  W.  Lord,  invested  $600.00 


E.  and  O.  E. 

Boston,  February  24,  1910. 

Sarah  h.  Williamson,  Treasurer. 


The  foregoing  Account  has  been  examined  and  audited  by  me  and  found 
correct,  and  the  securities  found  to  be  in  proper  form. 

Henry  H.  EDES,  Auditing  Committee. 


Boston,  February  24,  1910. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  DONATIONS  RECEIVED  DURING  IQOQ. 


A.  C.  L.  Fund $10.00 

Rev.  Charles  G.  Ames 5.00 

Miss  S.  G.  Andrews 5.00 

Anonymous 100.00 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Barlow 25.00 

Mrs.  John  Bascom  2.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake 10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Parkman  Blake 5.00 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Bryant 25.00 

Mrs.  Ailston  Burr 5.00 

Mrs.  Henry  B.  Cabot 50.00 

Richard  B.  Carter 5.00 

Mrs.  Frederic  Simmons 

Clark  - 10.00 

Miss  Cora  H.  Clarke 50.00 

Mrs.  John  T.  Clark  5.00 

Charles  R.  Codman  25.00 

Mrs.  Julian  Codman 10.00 

Mrs.  Russell  S.  Codman 10.00 

Miss  Collamore 10.00 

Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge..  10.00 

Miss  C.  P.  Cordner 5.00 

Miss  Alice  Cotting 5.00 

Miss  Grace  G.  Cowing 20.00 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Crafts 7S-00 

Miss  Cruft 10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  P.  Curtis 100,00 

Miss  F.  G.  Curtis 50.00 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis 25.00 

Andrew  McFarland  Davis....  20.00 
Miss  Louisa  Loring  Dresel ..  100.00 
Mrs.  Christopher  R.  Eliot ...  5.00 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Emmons  5.00 

Mrs.  Jam.es  T.  Fields  .... 10.00 

Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz 50.00 

Mrs.  James  G.  Freeman .'  10.00 

A Friend 5.00 

Miss  Emily  Gray 5.00 

Miss  Harriet  Gray 100.00 

Francis  B.  Greene 10.00 


Miss  Charlotte  A.  Hedge 5.00 

Mrs.  George  Hollingsworth  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Hooper  1000 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Hopkinson 5.00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Hubbard  25.00 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Jackson  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Kimball 100.00 

Mrs.  Marcus'M.  Kimball 50.00 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Lawrence  5,00 

Mrs.  T.  S.  Lockwood  10.00 

Miss  Katharine  P.  Loring  ...  10.00 

Mrs.  T.  K.  Lothrop.. 50.00 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Lowell 15.00 

Miss  Lucy  Lowell 10.00 

Arthur  T.  Lyman  75-oo 

Mrs.  Theodore  Lyman 50.00 

Miss  Ida  M.  Mason 50.00 

Massachusetts  Charitable 

Fire  Society 50.00 

“Mite” 5.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Morse 2.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Morse 5.00 

Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Moseley....  10.00 

Mrs.  Otis  Norcross 10.00 

Miss  Emily  Osgood 10.00 

The  Misses  Paine  10.00 

Mrs.  Francis  H.  Peabody  ....  5.00 

Mrs.  Cora  L.  Pease i.oo 

F.  A.  Peters 10.00 

Mrs.  D.  L.  Pickman 25.00 

Miss  S.  G.  Putnam 10.00 

Mrs.  Neal  Rantoul 25.00 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Raymond  5.00 

William  L. Richardson,  M.D.  50.00 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell 50.00 

Mrs.  Robert  Saltonstall  10.00 

Mrs.  William  H.  Sands 10.00 

Mrs.  F.  R.  Sears 10.00 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Sears 20.00 

Mrs.  G.  Howland  Shaw 20.00 
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Mrs.  R.  M.  Staigg 5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stevenson 10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone 10.00 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Storrow 25.00 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Stratton 10.00 

Mrs.  Edward  Clark  Streeter  20.00 
Mrs.  Frank  Eliot  Sweetser..  2.00 

Mrs.  Nathaniel  Thayer 25.00 

Miss  Ellen  M.  Ward 5.00 

Mrs.  Alexander  S.  Wheeler--  5.00 


Miss  Flelen  Wheeler 5.00 

Miss  Sarah  Wheelwright 10.00 

Miss  Amy  White 2.00 

The  Misses  Williams 10.00 

The  Misses  Willson 10.00 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Winkley 25.00 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Winthrop,  Jr 25.00 

Women’s  Alliance,  New 
South  Church,  Boston--  i.oo 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  MAY  BE  SENT  TO  MRS.  WILLIAM  C. 
WILLIAMSON  (SARAH  H.  WILLIAMSON,  TREASURER), 
370  MARLBOROUGH  STREET,  OR  TO  CHARLES  P. 
PUTNAM,  M.  D.,  63  MARLBOROUGH  STREET,  BOSTON, 
MASS. 
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DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING,  ETC. 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks,  92  Beacon  Street,  women’s  clothing  (3  garments); 
clothing  for  infants  (29  garments). 

Second  Donation,  clothing  for  infants  (92  garments). 

Third  Donation,  infants’  clothing  {43  garments). 

Wednesday  Morning  Sewing  Circle,  clothing  for  women  (ii  garments); 
infants’  clothing  (55  garments). 

Second  Donation  infants’  clothing  (50  garments);  clothing  for  women 
(10  garments). 

Third  Donation,  clothing  for  women  (4  garments);  infants’  clothing 
(12  garments).  ' 

Fourth  Donation,  women’s  clothing  (3  garments);  clothing  for  infants 
(15  garments). 

Fifth  Donation,  clothing  for  women  (2  garments);  infants’  clothing 
(10  garments). 

Miss  M.  V.  lasigi,  349  Marlborough  Street,  2 knitted  bonnets,  i knitted 
jacket. 

Miss  Anna  H.  Clarke,  Brimmer  Street,  6 dusters. 

Miss  Louisa  L.  Dresel,  328  Beacon  Street,  3 rocking  chairs. 

Airs.  R.  M.  Staigg,  18  Louisburg  Square,  i door  mat,  sash  curtains,  and 
fixtures. 

Mrs.  John  Hitchcock,  117  Commonwealth  Avenue,  second-hand  clothing 
(69  garments). 

Miss  Pratt,  88  Marlboro’  Street,  infants’  clothing  (9  garments). 

Mrs.  Elliott  W.  Russell,  409  Marlboro’  Street,  i suit. 

Mrs.  Talbot  Aldrich,  Ponkapog,  Mass.,  infants’  clothing,  (13  garments)  and 
toys. 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Eliot,  2 West  Cedar  Street,  Boston,  toys,  3 games,  i book  and 
candy. 

Boston  Branch  of  the  Needlework  Guild,  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Lockwood, 
III  Bay  State  Road,  infants’  clothing  (100  garments). 

Second  Donation,  clothing  for  women  (8  garments). 

Mrs.  Francis  W.  Sargent,  40  Hereford  Street,  4 knitted  bands,  4 knitted 
infant’s  jackets,  2 knitted  afghans,  pieces  of  linen. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Abbott,  18  Copley  Street,  Newton,  10  books. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Harwood,  Littleton,  Mass.,  child’s  rocking  chair. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Wyeth,  84  Prescott  Street,  Cambridge,  children’s  clothing 
(8  garments). 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Clarke,  17  Commonwealth  Avenue,  infants’  clothing  (18 
garments). 
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Mrs.  R.  W.  Silsbee,  5 Monadnock  Street,  Dorchester,  6 novels  by  C.  M. 
Yonge. 

Systematic  Sewing  Circle,  infants’  clothing  (210  garments). 

Mrs.  C.  K.  Cobb,  clothing. 

Miss  Lucy  W.  Baxter,  clothing. 

The  Boston  Provident  Association,  clothing  for  women  and  children. 
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(SOCIETY  INCORPORATED  MARCH  24,  1904.) 
BY-LA]VS. 


1.  The  name  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  “The  Society  for  Helping 
Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants.” 

2.  The  officers  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  a President,  Treasurer, 
Secretary,  and  a Council,  consisting  of  not  less  than  five  and  not  more  than 
twenty  members,  who  shall  have  the  powers  that  directors  customarily  have 
in  corporations. 

3.  Meetings  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called  at  any  time,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  President  or  Secretary,  by  a written  notice  mailed  to  the 
last  known  address  of  each  member  of  the  Corporation  three  days  at  least 
before  such  meeting. 

4.  Four  members  of  the  Corporation  shall  constitute  a quorum. 

5.  The  By-laws  may  be  amended  or  added  to,  at  any  regularly  called 
meeting  of  the  Corporation,  by  a majority  vote  of  the  members  present  and 
acting. 

At  a meeting  held  on  March  16,  1904,  an  amendment  to  By-law  3 was 
passed,  providing  that  meetings  shall  be  called  at  the  written  request  of 
three  members  (in  the  same  manner  that  the  usual  meetings  are  called  by  the 
Secretary;  that  is,  by  written  notice  mailed  to  each  member  three  days  at 
least  before  such  meeting),  and  that  there  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  in  the 
month  of  February  for  the  election  of  officers  and  such  other  business  as  may 
come  before  the  meeting,  of  which  notice  shall  be  sent  as  in  the  case  of  other 
meetings. 

At  a meeting  held  January  16,  1907,  a second  amendment  to  By-law  3 was 
passed,  providing  that  the  words  “in  the  month  of  February”  be  changed  to 
“in  January  or  February,”  so  that  the  annual  meeting  may  be  held  in 
January,  if  desired. 
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